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Abstract

Boteva, Hr., Dintcheva, Ts. & Arnaoudov, B. (2021). Growing of green beans in open field by application of bio-
fertilizers. Bulg. J. Agric. Sci., 27 (3), 519–523

The aim of the study was to determine the influence of biofertilizers on the vegetative growth and productivity of green 
beans cultivated by the organic method in the region of Thracian Lowlands.

The field trials were conducted during the period from 2015 to 2017 in the experimental field of Vegetable Crops Research 
Institute “Maritsa” – Plovdiv, on highly leached meadow cinnamon soil after spinach (autumn sowing). Three Bulgarian vari-
eties of green beans: Tangra, Pagane and Evros were tested with two biofertilizers: Emosan and Biosol, under the scheme of 
growing 80/30 cm. 

The differences in the productivity of the tested green beans varieties produced by the organic method have been identified. 
With the largest vegetative mass are the plants of Evros variety, fertilized with Emosan (177.21 g), followed by the combined 
application of Biosol + Emosan (176.84 g), where the largest bean is mass and a number of beans per plant. The impact of 
fertilization with Biosol on vegetative manifestation is less pronounced for these indicators.

The highest yield was obtained from the Evros variety. Under the influence of bioproducts, yields range from 13550.4 kg/
ha (fertilization with Biosol) to 14560. 5 kg/ha (combined fertilization with Biosol and Emosan), the increase is 15.9% and 
24.5%, respectively compared to the control. The average effect of the bioproducts, included in the survey for the Evros and 
Pagane varieties, is very close – 22.8%.  No statistically significant differences were found between the two varieties relative 
to the total yield indicator. The impact of applied bioproducts is the least pronounced in the Tangra variety.

It was established that the variety has a greater impact on the level of yield compared to fertilization with bioproducts. 
Evros and Pagane varieties are suitable for organic growing and they are recommended for use in organic farms.
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Introduction

Organic farming is a production system that combines best 
environmental practices with the aim of producing safe food, 
preserving natural resources and obtaining stable yields (Bote-
va & Cholakov. 2010; Vlahova, 2012; Vlahova, 2013). Special 
attention and huge financial resources are paid for the organic 
agriculture throughout the world. In the leading countries of 
Europe, the USA, Canada and Australia legal, managerial and 
technological systems of farming and marketing of organic 
products are operating and constantly improving (Willer & 

Lernoud, 2017; 2019). The use of biofertilizers as an alterna-
tive to chemical fertilizers increases vegetative growth, yield 
and fruit quality in vegetable crops (Poudel et al., 2002; Aly, 
2002). The effect of organic and chemical fertilizers occurs 
significantly on the biochemical performance like chlorophyll 
content, protein and carbohydrate concentration of the crop 
plant and highlights the prospects and potential of using or-
ganic fertilizers (Sharma & Chetani, 2017). Depending on the 
types of organic fertilizers and biopreparations, the yield of 
cabbage increased by 15.2-47.2%, cucumber by 17.4-88.7% 
and tomato by 14.4-47.1% (Aitbayev et al., 2018). 
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Trade in organic products is topical and one of the most 
dynamically developing sectors in the EU economy (Yor-
danova, 2003). Breeding programs are directed to develop-
ment of hybrid varieties that are more resistant and suitable 
for organic production (Antonova, 2012; Nacheva et al., 
2013; Todorova, 2013).

With the development of organic production, the impor-
tance of bean crops is growing up. In Bulgaria, beans are 
a traditional food for the population and the conditions for 
growing are favourable in more part of the country. The 
short vegetation period and production of organic N from 
the bacteria found in plant roots, defines green beans as eco-
nomically important vegetable crops used as cover crops and 
green fertilizers (Nakhone & Tabatabai, 2008). Bean a very 
good pre-culture in vegetable production (Panayotov, 2000), 
suitable for incorporation in a system of organic production 
which enriches the soil with nitrogen, releasing vegetative 
masses in quantities equal to fertilizing with 30 t/ha. 

The yields in organic farming of green beans are low-
er but the quality of the output is higher (Abubaker et al., 
2007). At the same time, green beans improve the nutritional 
status of the soil. Growing green beans by the organic meth-
od is promising. The information in our country on growing 
green beans by the organic method is not enough (Cholakov 
et al., 2015).

Material and Methods

The experiment was carried out during the period from 
2015 to 2017 year in the field of the Maritsa Vegetable Crops 
Research Institute – Plovdiv, on a strongly leached cinna-
mon soil. Three Bulgarian green beans varieties (Evros, Pa-
gane and Tangra) and two biofertilizers (Emosan and Biosol, 
alone or in combination) were tested. The sowing was made 
in the period from 4-th to 6-th of June after a predecessor crop 
spinach (autumn sowing). The spinach was grown in accor-
dance with the principles of organic production.

Plant protection practices were taken for prevention or 
with curative intent, with bio insecticides and bio fungicides, 
certified for use in organic production. Mechanized and 
manual processes were applied against weeds. The harvests 
were carried out periodically in the technological maturity 
of beans.

Characteristic of bioproducts used in this experiment
Biosol (Sandoz GmbH) – A by-product of the production 

of penicillin, containing fumigant biomass (micelle). Con-
tains: Dry matter – 95.60%; CaO -0.21%; Organic substance 
– 90.70%; MgO -0.05%; pH (CaCl2) – 3.0; Cl – 0.04%; S 
– 1.80%; C: N = 5:1; B – 7.1 mg/kg; N (total) – 6-8%; Zn – 

6.0 mg/kg; Phosphates (P2O5) – 0.5-1.5%; Fe – 10.1 mg/ kg; 
Potassium (K2O) – 0.5-1. 5. Product is certified for organic 
production.

Еmosan – HemoZymNK (Arkobaleno, Italy) – Organic 
nitrogen fertilizer with long lasting effects on soil and plants. 
Contains total nitrogen (N) – 5%; organic nitrogen (N) – 5%; 
organic carbon (C) – 14%; protein – 34 р/р; humidity – 65 
р/р; К – 0.4 р/р; Р – 0.06 р/р, etc.; рН -7.0 – 10.0. Product is 
certified for organic production.

In order to determine the effect of applied organic prod-
ucts on green beans yield formation, the following treat-
ments were included in this study:

Variants
1. Control – no fertilization;
2. Fertilizing with Biosol -1000 kg/ha, applied once, in 

the time before sowing;
3. Fertilizing with Emosan – 200 L/ha, applied twice: in 

the time before sowing – 150 L/ha and in phase full blos-
soming of plants in dose 50 L/ha, by drip irrigation system;

4. Combined fertilization with Biosol – 800 kg/ha + 
Emosan – 100 L/ha.

The experiment was set by the method of the long parcels 
in 4 replicates, with a reporting area of 4 m2 and a scheme of 
sowing 80/30 cm.

Highly leached cinnamon soil has a heavy mechanical 
composition with mineral nitrogen content (NH4 – N + NO3 
– N) – 2.01 mg/100 g soil (determined by distillation); 18.2 
mg P2O5 and 17.5 mg K2O per 100 g soil (determined by Eg-
ner River); soil response pH 6.8 in water (potentiometrically 
defined) with a humus content of 2.2% (by Thurin) (Tomov 
et al., 1999).

Study Indicators:
1. Biometric Measurements: Five plants were analyzed 

by replicates:
• Vegetative mass (leaves + stems) per plant (g);
• Weight and number of beans per plant (g);
• Weight of a bean (g).
• Number of beans
2. Yield – Formed by standard beans of all harvests – kg/ha.
3. Statistical data processing – The treatment of the 

results obtained includes a Two-factor dispersion analysis 
and a Duncan’s Multiple Range Test (Duncan, 1955; Lakin, 
1990) comparative analysis performed with SPSS 12 for 
Windows.

Results and Discussion

The soil from the experimental field is well stocked with 
absorbed phosphorus and potassium. In terms of nitrogen 
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content, it is poorly stored. The soil reaction is neutral to 
slightly alkaline, suitable for growing beans (Table 1).

The influence of the used two biofertilizers on the veg-
etative mass of the plants is more pronounced in fertilizing 
with Emosan, followed by the combined application of Bio-
sol and Emosan, the differences are small and statistically 
unproven (Figure 1). The results are one-way for all three 
varieties. With the largest vegetative mass аre the plants of 
Evros variety, fertilized with Emosan (177.21 g), followed 
by the combined application of Biosol + Emosan (176.84 g), 
where the largest bean mass (148.74 g and 109.72 g) and a 
number of beans per plant (35.75 and 26.92) (Figure 2). The 
impact of fertilization with Biosol on vegetative manifesta-
tions is less pronounced for these indicators.

The results for the influence of the bioproducts on the veg-
etative mass (leaves + stems) are similar for the Pagane vari-
ety. With regard to the mass of the beans formed on a plant, 
fertilizing with Emosan significantly exceeds the other vari-
ants (Figure 1). The number of the beans in the Pagane variety 

ranges from 17.75 to 25.83. The largest number was obtained 
with fertilizer with the Emosan (25.83 pieces). The lowest re-
sults were obtained from the control plants (Figure 2).

The general tendency is also preserved in the Tangra va-
riety, but the influence of the bioproducts is less pronounced. 
Of biometric measurements it can be seen that the differenc-
es between the variants fertilized with Emosan and com-
bined administration of Emosan and Biosol are not great, as 
more significant are among the varieties.

The regressions show high coefficients of determination, 
which allows to predict the productivity of green beans un-
der the influence of imported bio fertilizers depending on the 
vegetative mass formed (in 0.64 – 0.70% of cases) (Figure 3).

The green bean yields of the tested varieties are high-
est for the Evros variety. Under the influence of bioproducts 
they range from 13550.4 to 14560.5 kg/ha, with an increase 
of 22.2% on average compared to the control. The yields ob-
tained were the highest values for fertilizing with Emosan, 

Table 1. Agrochemical soil parameters average over the study period
Soil depth, cm pH K2O, mg/ 100g P2O5, mg/ 100g NO3 –N, mg/kg NH4-N, mg/kg Total N, mg/kg
0-20 6.88 27.86 39.30 10.63 9.58 20.21
20-40 7.10 20.72 28.62 20.95 3.16 24.11

a, b, с – Duncan`s multiple range test (p < 0.05)
Fig. 1. Effect of organic products on the vegetative mass 

a, b – Duncan`s multiple range test (p < 0.05)
Fig. 2. Effects of bioproducts on productivity of plants

Fig. 3. Dependence between the mass of vegetation and 
the mass of the beans
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followed by the combination of Biosol + Emosan, they in-
crease by 24.5% and 20.3% respectively. The differences be-
tween the two variants are statistically unproven (Figure 4).

The same trend of results was observed for Pagane vari-
ety. Under the influence of bio-products, yields range from 
11803 kg/ha (fertilized with Biosol) to 12987 kg/ha (fertil-
ized with Emosan), an increase of 11.6% and 22.9%, respec-
tively in comparison with the control.

Тhe influence of imported bioproducts is the least pro-
nounced in the Tangra variety, where the lowest yields were 
reported, with an average effect of 13.7% respectively from 
the control.

The average effect of the bioproducts for the Evros and 
Pagane varieties, included in the survey is very close – 
22.8%. The influence of imported bioproducts is the least 
pronounced in the Tangra variety, where the lowest yields 
were reported. 

The results of the study show that the variety has a great-
er impact on the level of yield compared to fertilizing bio-
products (Figure 5).

The comparative analysis found no statistically signifi-
cant differences between Evros and Pagane variety, relative 
to the total yield indicator. Values ranged from 9.2% for 
Biosol variants to 13.6% for plants treated with Biosol and 
Emosan (Table 2). 

Comparing the yields, it was found that Evros variety 
was with higher productivity to Tangra variety by 22.8% in 
terms of total yield (Table 3). It was observed increase of 
yield from Evros variety in comparison with Tangra variety 
from 24.5% (Biosol + Emosan) to 27.5% (Emosan). The dif-
ferences found are statistically substantiated, with the stron-
gest evidence of Emosan treated variants (<0.001). 

The results of the study show that the Еvros and the Pa-
gane varieties are suitable for organic farming and are rec-
ommended for growing in organic farms.

Conclusions 

The differences in the productivity of the tested green 
beans varieties produced by the organic method have been 
identified. 

The results are one-way for all three varieties. With the larg-
est vegetative mass are the plants of Evros variety, fertilized 
with Emosan (177.21 g), followed by the combined application 
of Biosol + Emosan (176.84 g), where the largest bean mass 
(148.74 g and 109.72 g) and a number of beans per plant (35.75 
and 26.92). The impact of fertilization with Biosol on vegetative 
manifestation is less pronounced for these indicators.

Fig. 4. Effect of bioproducts on the yield

Fig. 5. Degree of influence of fertilization and variety  
on the yield

Table 2. Effect of bioproducts on the yield of Evros and Pagane depending on the variety, kg/ha
Variants Evros variety Pagane variety Difference Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean % Sig.
Control 11698 10239 1459 125.9 72.7 12.5 n.s.
Biosol 13004 11803 1201 140.1 80.9 9.2 n.s.
Emosan 14565 12987 1578 157.8 91.1 10.8 n.s.
Biosol + Emosan 14172 12238 1934 193.4 11.7 13.6 n.s.

Table 3. Effect of bioproducts on the yield of Evros and Tangra depending on the variety, kg/ha
Variants Evros variety Tangra variety Difference Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean % Sig.
Control 11698 9035 2663 96.3 55.6 22.8 +
Biosol 13004 9553 3451 85.1 49.1 26.5 +
Emosan 14565 10555 4010 11.0 6.4 27.5 +++
Biosol + Emosan 14172 10704 3468 99.8 57.6 24.5 +
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The highest yield was obtained from the Evros variety, 
when fertilized with Emosan and combined fertilization with 
Emosan and Biosol. The average effect of the bioproducts 
for the Evros and Pagane varieties, included in the survey 
is very close – 22.8%, no statistically significant differenc-
es were found between the two varieties relative to the to-
tal yield indicator. The influence of imported bioproducts is 
the least pronounced in the Tangra variety, where the lowest 
yields were reported.

It was established that the variety has a greater impact on 
the level of yield compared to fertilization with bioproducts. 

It has been found that suitable for organic farming is Ev-
ros variety, followed by Pagane variety that are generated in 
high yields from 17053 to 20574 kg/ha.

The Evros and the Pagane varieties are suitable for or-
ganic farming and are recommended for growing in organic 
farms.

References

Abubaker, S., Kasrawi, M. & Aburayan, A. (2007). Effect of 
conventional, organic and good agricultural practices (GAP) on 
nitrate content of beans (Phaseolus vulgaris L.) grown under 
plastic house conditions in the Jordan valley. Acta Horticultu-
rae, 35-40.

Aitbayev, T., Mamyrbekov, Z., Aitbayeva, A., Turegeldiyev, B. 
& Rakhymzhanov, B. (2018). The influence of biorganic fer-
tilizers on productivity and quality of vegetables in the system 
of “green” vegetable farming in the conditions of the South-
East of Kazakhstan. OnLine Journal of Biological Sciences, 18 
(3), 277-284. https://doi.org/10.3844/ojbsci.2018.277.284 

Aly, H. (2002). Studies on keeping quality and storageability of 
cucumber fruits under organic farming system in greenhouses. 
M.Sc. Thesis, Fac. Agric., Cairo Univ., Egypt.

Antonova, G. (2012). Study on yield and quality characters in cab-
bage seed obtained in the conditions of organic trial. Cruciferae 
Newsletter, vol. 31, 22-25

Boteva, Hr. & Cholakov, T. (2010). Study the impact of fertilizes 
on tomatoes growing in field conditions. Journal of Interna-
tional Scienctific Publications, Ecology&Safety, 4, 153-161.

Cholakov, J., Boteva, Hr. & Sofkova, Sv. (2015). Yelds of green 
beans in organic farming. Journal of Mountain Agriculture on 
the Balkans, 18 (1), 214-223.

Duncan, D. (1955). Multiple range and multiple F-test. Biometrics, 
11, 1-42.

Lakin, G. (1990). Biometrics. High School, Moscow.
Nacheva, E., Masheva, S. & Yankova, V. (2013). Characterization 

of agrobiological response of mid-early potato breeding lines 
and varieties in biological production. Plant Science, 50, 80-85.

Nakhone, L. N. & Tabatabai, M. A. (2008). Nitrogen mineraliza-
tion of leguminous crops in soils. Journal of Plant Nutrition 
and Soil Science, 171, (2), 231-241.

Panayotov, N. (2000). Introduction to biologically vegetable pro-
duction, Series “Biological gardening” №1, Agroecological 
Center at Agricultural University, 68.

Poudel, D. D., Horwath,W. R., Lanini, W. T., Temple, S. R. & 
Van Bruggen, A. H. (2002). Comparison of soil N availability 
and leaching potential, crop yield and weeds in organic, low-in-
put and conventional farming systems in Northern California. 
Agric Ecosyst Environ, 90, 125-137.

Sharma, A. & Chetani, R. (2017). A Review on the effect of or-
ganic and chemical fertilizers on plants. International Jour-
nal for Research in Applied Science & Engineering Tech-
nology (IJRASET), 5 (II). IC Value: 45.98. 677-680, ISSN: 
2321-9653

Todorova, V. (2013). Evaluation of some quality characters of pep-
per organic seeds. International scientific-practical conference 
“Scientific support of potato growing, vegetable growing and 
melon growing: achievements and prospects” December 11-12, 
2013 Kazakhstan, pp. 516-519. 

Tomov, T., Rachovski, G., Kostadinova S. & Manolov, Iv. 
(1999). A guide for exercises in agrochemistry, Agricultural 
Unversity, Plovdiv, 182.

Vlahova, V. (2012). Application of the biofertilisers Baikal EM-1Y 
and Bio One upon the production of pepper seedlings cultivated 
under the conditions of organic agriculture. Journal of Agri-
cultural Science and Forest Science, Sofia, XI (4), 39-45 (Bg).

Vlahova, V. (2013). Influence of the Biofertilisers Emosan, Bone-
prot and Lumbrical on the Qualityof Pepper Seedlings. Journal 
of Agricultural Science and Forest Science, Sofia, XII, (3–4), 
85-92 (Bg).

Willer, H. & Lernoud, J. (2017). The world of organic agriculture: 
Statistics and emerging trends 2017. 1st edn., FiBL-IFOAM 
Report, Frick and Bonn. www.organic-research.net/tipi

Willer, H. & Lernoud J. (2019). The world of organic agriculture: 
Statistics and emerging trends 2019. 1st edn., The Research In-
stitute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) and Organics Internation-
al (IFOAM). ISBN Printed version 978-3-03736-118-4. http://
www.maheklubi.ee/mison/eestis/.

Yordanova, M. (2003). State of organic agriculture and problems 
of organic vegetable production. Collection of scientific papers 
from the International Scientific Conference “50 Years of For-
estry University”, Sofia, 61-67.

Received: February, 26, 2020; Accepted: May, 20, 2020; Published: June, 2021


